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necessity of affairs should force him to it, by our refusal.
And the violence of the States against our entertaining of
that correspondence, was only because they knew theirs
would never be accepted, at least till ours were thrown off.

The Queen, sensible of all this, resolved to provide for
her own kingdoms; and having therefore prepared such
demands for her principal allies, as might be a ground for
proceeding to a general treaty, without pretending to adjust
their several interests, she resolved to stipulate in a par-
ticular manner the advantage of Britain : the following pre-
liminary demands were accordingly drawn up, in order to
be transmitted to France.

" Great Britain will not enter into any negotiation of
peace, otherwise than upon these conditions, obtained be-
forehand.

" That the union of the two crowns of France and Spain
shall be prevented: that satisfaction shall be given to all
the allies, and trade settled and maintained.

" If France be disposed to treat upon this view, it is not
to be doubted that the following propositions will be found
reasonable.

" A barrier shall be formed in the Low Countries for the
States-General; and their trade shall be secured.

u A barrier likewise shall be formed for the Empire.

" The pretensions of all the allies, founded upon former
treaties, shall be regulated and determined to their general
satisfaction.

" In order to make a more equal balance of power in
Italy, the dominions and territories, which in the begin-
ning of the present war belonged to the Duke of Savoy,
and are now in the possession of France, shall be restored
to his Royal Highness; and such other places in Italy shall
be yielded to him, as will be found necessary and agreeable
to the sense of former treaties made with this prince.

" As to Great Britain in particular, the succession to the
crown of the kingdoms, according to the present establish-
ment, shall be acknowledged.

" A new treaty of commerce between Great Britain and
France shall be made, after the most just and reasonable
manner.

" Dunkirk shall be demolished.